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Trump's Tweets or the True and Authentic Electronic Literature

Two points first :
Trump's Tweets are the most important and performative electronic literary culture today.
To analyze these requires an analysis of high-speed splattered sign formation and
subsequent annihilation.

  Aug 3, 2018 05:59:47 PM - Almost 500,000 Manufacturing Jobs created since I won the Election. Remember when my opponents were saying that we couldn’t create this type of job anymore. Wrong, in fact these are among our best and most important jobs! 
  Aug 3, 2018 05:55:38 PM - “The media are good news fire extinguishers!” @greggutfeld @TheFive 
  Aug 3, 2018 05:43:03 PM - NASA, which is making a BIG comeback under the Trump Administration, has just named 9 astronauts for Boeing and Spacex space flights. We have the greatest facilities in the world and we are now letting the private sector pay to use them. Exciting things happening. Space Force! 
  Aug 3, 2018 05:10:35 PM - July is just the ninth month since 1970 that unemployment has fallen below 4%. Our economy has added 3.7 million jobs since I won the Election. 4.1 GDP. More than 4 million people have received a pay raise due to tax reform. $400 Billion brought back from “overseas.” @FoxNews 
  Aug 3, 2018 05:00:39 PM - Marsha Blackburn had a BIG win last night in the Tennessee primary for U.S. Senate. She is an outstanding person & great supporter of mine. Congratulations Marsha, we need you very badly in the Senate to vote for our agenda. Your next opponent will vote against all we are doing! 
  Aug 3, 2018 03:31:52 PM - “Pastor praises Trump as 'pro-black' at prison reform event” https://t.co/xFKf1arebx 
  Aug 3, 2018 01:50:03 PM - RT @Rasmussen_Poll: Today’s @realDonaldTrump approval ratings among black voters: 29% This time last year: 15% https://t.co/mazBCWoIMy @… 
  Aug 3, 2018 12:39:06 PM - Congratulations Marsha! https://t.co/JSMiOWfbxa 
  Aug 3, 2018 09:21:48 AM - Congratulations to Bill Lee of Tennessee on his big primary win for Governor last night. He ran a great campaign and now will finish off the job in November. Bill has my total and enthusiastic Endorsement! 
  Aug 2, 2018 07:30:28 PM - Thank you Pennsylvania. I love you! https://t.co/qoswnBZb3f

Fake news:

  Aug 2, 2018 03:24:33 PM - They asked my daughter Ivanka whether or not the media is the enemy of the people. She correctly said no. It is the FAKE NEWS, which is a large percentage of the media, that is the enemy of the people! 
  Aug 2, 2018 06:04:04 AM - Wow, @foxandfriends is blowing away the competition in the morning ratings. Morning Joe is a dead show with very few people watching and sadly, Fake News CNN is also doing poorly. Too much hate and inaccurately reported stories - too predictable! 
  Jul 31, 2018 08:34:47 AM - The Fake News Media is going CRAZY! They are totally unhinged and in many ways, after witnessing first hand the damage they do to so many innocent and decent people, I enjoy watching. In 7 years, when I am no longer in office, their ratings will dry up and they will be gone! 
  Jul 29, 2018 07:30:04 AM - Had a very good and interesting meeting at the White House with A.G. Sulzberger, Publisher of the New York Times. Spent much time talking about the vast amounts of Fake News being put out by the media & how that Fake News has morphed into phrase, “Enemy of the People.” Sad!


Notes towards a semiotics of splatter / splatter semiotics -

== > briefly, they're performative.
== > How are they performative?

Some background = three semiotic domains -

Of the reading or attempted reading of the world, however "world" is
defined:

1. I think through three different domains, and dynamics 'across' them.
In other words, between the signifier and the signified, there are various
regimes and ranges of processing times.

2. The first is game-space, characterized by rule-bound behaviours within
a classical environment which more or less stable boundaries. There are
limited sets of behaviours that might be considered acceptable; time is
constrained and the signifier/signified processing times appears
manageable. Chess, tetris, adventure, most computer games.
"Acceptability" refers to consensus here.

3. The second is edge-space, characterized by breakdowns and glitches
within and without game space; some of these glitches may be deliberately
created within game-space, but most go against the game and lead to new
behaviors, and even new ontologies. For example an edge-space event
may throw a player out of the game entirely, closing a computer or game
pitch down, etc. Edge-space problematizes the idea of "rule" itself.
It's here that epistemology extends into unknown territories. The interval
between signifier and signified may be highly variable; this becomes
important in considering splatter semiotics or semiotic splatter below.

4. The third is blank-space. This references the uncanny, the untoward,
the filling and fulfilling of those regimes of edge where nothing appears,
nothing appears to appear. "Heere bee dragonnes" and the like. Think
of the early maps of the North and South poles. It's where
signifiers reference fluidities, instabilities. It's where we populate the
indeterminate. And where we consider the processing time of the 
indeterminate. Which leads I think to the issue of our time and a 
paradigm for electronic literature:

[Insert: 'Blankspace' then indicates how edgespace is 'filled in,' how the
imaginary operates there. I use the terms in considerations of Arctic and
Antarctic mappings, virtual worlds, and so forth. Finally, the semiotics
of splatter considers splatter as world-breaking and fast-forward
tendencies towards mobile boundary closures; this leads to splatter
semiotics, where the terms form a field that remains always already
ruptured. This is the semiosis of the overloaded or hacked network, the
network of fake news and fake apps, the explosive and turbulent behavior
of the mediasphere itself.]

5. The Trump Tweet, or Rally Harangue or speed and phenomenology of 
semiotic  dissipation

:The following section dictated:

This references splatter semiotics, and semiotic splatter - the fast-forward
dissipation of signs glued to "fake news" or "Trump's tweets" or governance
by high-speed and untoward fiat:

EXAMPLES HERE: improvisation
...

There are so many avenues that one could take or that I could take in
thinking about splatter semiotics. For one thing and the main thing: all
sorts of different dynamic striations have to be considered. For example
it should be possible to ascertain what it means for a tweet to be
received, processed, and then regurgitated or expelled or explicated. 
What sort of temporality is involved in all of this. Does this relate at all
to the idea of the parasite which interferes with what might be considered
an instantaneous production of a sign. In other words newsrooms and their
listeners and viewers are continuously thrown off buy variegated responses
to anything in which the truth value is 0. So we have to look at this as
ice function of the digital era in other words we have to look at this as
a dynamics of sign production that can no longer be treated with in the
classical time frame.

Look, it's like this, take Kaja Silverman's The Subject of Semiotics -
material on Lacan, Peirce, Saussure, Eco. And in all of it, there are
these evanescent / problematic relationships between signifier and
signified, and in none of it is there any sort of dynamic and temporal
relationship between them as far as I can tell. You have to wait until
information theory, Shannon for example, the route through Nyquist, then
the tweets begin to make sense with all their wavering - as if they're
branches of catastrophe theory geometries, and as such their truth value
is irrelevant - in other words, there's no 'fragility of good things,'
because anywhere leads to catastrophic jumps, temporally-defined by the
speed and processing protocols of the media receptors and transmitters,
CNN, MSNBC, and the like. The study should be of _time,_ and as such,
_time sensitive processing subjectivities_ - not of static or slowly
changing (for example dialects) classical relationships. -

Which might lead us back to Freud's condensation/displacement, both of
which are temporal processes, but with the signs already assumed or in the
process of production - but then I'm thinking about a basic _split_
between signifier and signified within semiotics, not in terms of
layerings but in terms of damage, speed, Virilio's dromodology. Might lead
us there. I think it does.

===

The paper is then a presentation, on the subject of Splatter
Semiotics, and The Semiotics of Splatter, which is concerned with 'messy'
digital lit / digital literacy. I'm discussing Trump's tweets, Russian
hacking, etc. - and disruptive technologies which possess 'spread'
as, not only a form of digital literature, but also a new and dangerous
cultural horizon, one that threatens the very foundations of democratic
institutions.

The semiotics of splatter, then, will consider high-speed semiosis which is
world-breaking and tending towards "roiling" boundary closers; this
tends towards mobile boundary closures; and this leads to splatter
semiotics, where the dynamics form a field that remains always already
ruptured. This is the semiosis of the overloaded or hacked network, the
network of fake news and fake apps, the explosive and turbulent behavior
of the mediasphere itself.

I see this field as a form of politicized digital literature, where words
lose meaning, become puncta (Barthes) or tokens, where language splays.

What's needed - a mathematization of sign production / reception rasters;
I keep thinking of the formation of turbulence and semi-stable vortices,
as well as the dynamics of foam.

This also relates to the attention economy, high-speed fast-forward  attention
spans, as well as the dissipation and annihilation of vortices, structures of
attention, and so forth.

(I see this field as a form of politicized digital literature, where words
lose meaning, become puncta (Barthes) or tokens, where language splays.)

==================================================================

Lakoff's and Duran's Guardian article is also useful here - 6/13/18 -
"Trump has turned words into weapons. And he's winning the linguistic
war." I recommend everyone find and read it. So here are some quotes and
my commentary -

"Scientists, marketers, advertisers and salespeople understand these
principles. So do Russian and Islamic State hackers. But most reporters
and editors clearly dont. So the press is at a disadvantage when dealing
with a super salesman with an instinctive ability to manipulate thought by
1) framing first 2) repeating often, and 3) leading others to repeat his
words by getting people to attack him within his own frame."

I say -
the press is also at a disadvantage here because there are incompatible
processing times involved - that is fundamental. so that when a tweet
occurs, the p.t. is considerably greater of course than the time for the
next tweet. its both repetition - which sutures over temporalities - and
the temporalities themselves which are the issue

"Trumps tweets are not random, they are strategic. There are four types:
1) Pre-emptive framing, to get a framing advantage. 2) Diversion, to divert
attention when news could embarrass him. 3) Deflection: Shift the blame to
others. And 4) trial balloon  test how much you can get away with.
Reporting, and therefore repeating, Trumps tweets just gives him more
power."

I say -
Trump tweets also collapse time; 1-4 operate within a classical proscenium
which is critical - but so is the continuous setting-up and unfolding of
that proscenium -

"First, journalists must understand how propaganda works on the brain and
grasp the cognitive science that marketers of propaganda have implicitly
mastered: frames, metaphors, narratives and brain basics."

again, the issue of time; propaganda is not a modernist object -

"Second, keep a steely focus on the fact that American democracy is under
attack by a foreign power, possibly with collusion from the sitting
presidents campaign. This is a crisis. Certain rules dont apply in a
crisis, especially the rule that the press must amplify the presidents
words, whatever they are."

this is critical - the ability to create time envelopes around whatever
the case/cases may be

In response to their comments on the 'news cycle' - it's important to
recognize that the news cycle is no longer a cycle.
==================================================================

Finally, there's an article from last year's 2600 magazine, which I quote
in full. As you can see, I'm grasping at straws with straws here. The
fundamental point is, as far as the ELO conference is concerned, Trump's
tweets are, above all, electronic literature in its most potent form. They
move as seeds processed in fast-forward time across literatures and social
media; they're as much a dangerous to U.S. 'democracy' as Goebbels'
onslaught of newspapers headlines was in the early stages of Nazi Germany.
And they have to be taken seriously and fought against; this is absolutely
necessary -


SPLATTER

I've been a reader of 2600 for a long time now. I'm not a hacker
but I write about being online (the title of an anthology I
edited). The Trump election took many people by surprise; I saw
it coming, and I want to talk about this in terms of hacking and
freedom of information. Most of this will probably be familiar.

Semiotics, the study of signs and sign systems, depends on
stability - the signifier and signified, for example, are
relatively coherent for a "reasonable" period of time. The
elaboration of signs and their relationships is complex;
semiosis describes the ongoing elucidation and transformation of
signs over time. What is important to understand is that
semiosis is presumed to be a rationalized process, one that's
traceable, accountable. But when we're dealing with high-speed
net acrobatics, the situation is qualitatively and fundamentally
different.

Two things I want to point out - that hacking, particularly
release of documents (Wikileaks etc.) isn't neutral; it's highly
political by its very nature. The release of documents related
to HRC, and not to DT for a lengthy period of time ensured that
the attacks would be continuous; her campaign was derailed as a
result. Comey, unethical from the start, rushed into Congress
with vague allegations that had no basis in fact; the maxim that
one's innocent until proven guilty was derailed by innuendo.

The second point is that any sort of continuous attack forms a
kind of bullying to which there's no response; it's impossible
to fight back when semiosis is derailed or transformed into a
form of "splatter." Instead of the slow and absorbable evolution
of sign systems, one's faced with a high-speed and random
dynamics, much like DOS - you reply to one allegation, and a
number of others have already appeared. It's a form of torture;
the victim is worn down trying to keep up, the splattering
appears random, there's no way to stop it, to prepare against
it. The traditional news media were caught off-guard by this;
their responses were those of organizations who previously had
all the time in the world for analysis (or so it appeared) on
their hands. Now with fast-forward Net speeds and tweets, HRC
was raped by innuendo. ("Rape" may seem too strong a word here,
but so many of the attacks were based on her body, her age, her
"faltering," her gender. It was debilitating and horrifying to
watch.)

Hackers have enormous power today - not only to potentially shut
down power plants, but to change the political direction of
entire countries. Continuous release of emails, Trump's
continuous tweets deeply transform the media landscape - in this
case for the worse of course, and with the attack on Net
neutrality (and the beginnings of censorship on the horizon), we
might find hacking itself limited and dangerous outside of
anonymous and brutal security agencies.

The splatter - what I call splatter semiotics - is based on
speed - something that been analyzed in postmodern studies for a
long time. The world is speeding up in its call-and-response
time, but the speedup isn't coherent from one site or
institution to another; there are fractures, breakdowns,
misrecognitions. When old media slide against new media, when
economies of attention themselves are disrupted, the potential
for absolutism and proto-fascism arises.

--- skipping a section on defuge ---

This is where hacking of course can make an enormous difference
for good. It seems as if all the fake news and tweets come from
the right (I may be mistaken in this); it seems also that it's
necessary to fight back accordingly - not in terms of fake news,
but in terms of sped-up responses, responses which are no longer
replies, but are in themselves actions of resistance, attacks on
policies, etc. The dialog at the moment is mastered and
controlled by the right (who are themselves a loose coalition);
it has to be seized and subverted. It's not important whether or
not one likes HRC or would rather have had Bernie; what's coming
down the pike is incredibly frightening and brutal, erasing and
even annihilating divisions on the left. I think that hackers
can be in the forefront of a response which is absolutely
necessary today if democracy (in whatever form, and with all its
current miseries) is to continue and grow. I would never
underestimate the current regime; it takes just a few years at
most for a country to abandon a democratic agenda and turn
towards an absolutism that becomes increasingly difficult to
eradicate.

Resist from /dev/null !
[Resist from digital degree zero.]

+++

'Blankspace' then indicates how edgespace is 'filled in,' how the
imaginary operates there. I use the terms in considerations of Arctic and
Antarctic mappings, virtual worlds, and so forth. Finally, the semiotics
of splatter considers splatter as world-breaking and fast-forward
tendencies towards mobile boundary closures; this leads to splatter
semiotics, where the terms form a field that remains always already
ruptured. This is the semiosis of the overloaded or hacked network, the
network of fake news and fake apps, the explosive and turbulent behavior
of the mediasphere itself.
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